
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BOTANICAL GAZETTE. 119 



always easily distinguished. In the old garden, a hundred yards from the spring, I 
found a sort of hybrid, larger flowers than Nepeta Shriven of Wythe Co., and apparent- 
ly abortive efforts to make bad crosses. But in all other localities (except Mr. Draper's 
yard) the Wythe County type is through the year scrupulously adherent to its charac- 
ter in respect to having flowers half the size, dark purplish blue color, never a cross, 
inconspicuous and widely separated or no anthers; which I have nothing more to say of 
than that 1 shall for the present claim the variety, reverting to the opinion of Prof. 
Wood some twenty years ago, that the decided and invariable absence of crosses indi- 
cated a new flower. No one who compares the two flowers will fail to see the resemb- 
lance and the distinctness. I wish those Hyperborean Botanists would designate their 
chameleon Nepeta, sportious instead of Olechoma ; and our Wythe plant, Old Ironsides 
as its face is as unchangeable as the laws of the Medes and Persians. 

I have found a fourth plant of Hydrastis, so they belong to our Flora, though I 
fear they are very recently naturalized. 

About three years ago, I detected a dissepiment of Draba verna. Next spriug at 
the same spot I collected nice specimens from an area of a few yards. This spring the 
woods was carpeted in every direction and the plant appeared on the top of Piney 
Ridge, about Boyd's Depot, at Rich's Mill, on Caldwell's Hill, and, for aught I know, 
elsewhere. Mr. Forney's eye never detected it, though he was used to it in North 
Carolina, and had searched over all these grounds. It is my impression that these 
sixty-live millions — or more — plants came from that small beginning. I regret to say 
that the same may be predicated of Andropogon, which is marching upon us from 
Tennessee or the West, and raising its plumes to the dismay of many a farmer. I found 
Oedroneila cordata in Pulaski County (Rich Hill) during my last visit, making the 
third spot in which I have seen it. Uoularia grandiflora exists, along with U. perfoliata 
in greatly varied luxuriance, around Wytheville as well as in Pulaski County. — 
Howard Shriver, Wytheville, Va. 

Iitrs — Sereno Watson calls the attention of all botanists during this season to the 
various species of Iris, and specimens of flowers, fruit and roots, fresh or dried, from 
any part of the country, may be sent to the Botanic Garden, Cambridge, and will be of 
service. The eastern species of the genus need a thorough revision and all botanists 
should contribute whatever information they can obtain so that the revision can be 
made thorough and decisive.— J. M. C. 

Recent Publications. Algm Exsiccator America) Borealis: curantibus W. 67- 

Farlow, C. I. Anderson, D. C. Eaton editm. Fuse. I. Under this title is published a 
set of 50 authentically named North American Seaweeds, many of them rare species 
from the California collections of Dr. Anderson, and the Key- West collections of Mr. 
Hooper. Other fasciculi are to follow, until the greater part of our marine Algse are 
thus distributed. The edition consists of only thirty copies, of which only ten are for 
sale. The present selection is made up of red and green seaweeds, in small quarto 
sheets, and its price is $8. The black and olive-colored Algte will be on folio paper, 
and the price will be $12. Address Prof. Win. G. Farlow, Harvard University, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

Botanical Contributions, by Asa Gray. Characters of some little-known or new 
genera of plants from tlie Proc. Arner. Acad. Vol. XII., issued, May, 1877. — Dr. Gray, 
after having examined for the first time the flowers of Canotia holacantha Torr., has 
placed it iu the family of Kutaeece, owing to the structure of the disk, or gynobase. 
Bentham and Hooker had included it among Rosacea}, and afterwards Baillon put it 
among the Celastra'eoi. The plant is from Arizona and is one of the four "spartioid 
green barked and mainly leafless shrubs" in that dry region; "Thamnosma montanum, 
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Ton - ., which is a genuine Rutacea ; Holacantha Emoryi, Gray, an undoubted Simaruba- 
eea ; Kaberlirviu spinosa, Zucc, which has been referred to the same order, but is 
more anomalous; and finally Oanotia holacantha, which, if I mistake not, must take its 
place among the typical liutaeew, notwithstanding some anomalies," 

A new genus of the Loasacem, from Lower California, is described and is called 
Sympetaleia from its most striking and anomalous character of a truly gamopetalous 
corolla! In Eucnide the petals are united at the very base into a ring, but in this new 
genus they form a long tube even to the base of the spreading limb. A new genus of 
the Hydrophyllaeeas is described and dedicated to Mr. J. G . Lemmon an ardent and 
successful explorer of the Sierra Nevada region. Leminonia Californica is the name of 
genus and species, somewhat related to the Phaeeliem, but belonging properly to the 
Name®. Echiaosperinum Greenei is described and forms an additional link between 
Echinospermum and Eritrichium. The genera EcMdiocarya Gray, and Leptoglossist 
Bentli., are each described with two species. 

American Journal of Science and Arts, June. — Dr. Gray gives a review of the 
"Organogeny of the Female Flower of Gnetum Gnemon," by O. Beccari, being extracted 
from the Italian Botanical Journal of January, 1877. It is a disputed point whether 
the Gnetacem should rank with the Gymnosperms or not. There seems to be an obvious 
and real transition from the Gnetacew to Angiospermous Dicotyledons. 

The death of Alexander Braun, a distinguished German systematic botanist, is 
announced, and a short account of his life and labors given. He was born at Katisbon, 
May 10, 1805, and died at Berlin, March 2J, 1877. He seems to have been one of the few 
systematic botanists left to Germany, all the distinguished botanists of the present day 
having turned their attention to histology. A. Braun, Carl Schimper, Agassiz, and 
Engelmann were all together at the University of Heidelberg fifty years ago. The last 
named is the only survivor. Braun's forte was morphology. His first important con- 
tribution to science was a memoir on the arrangement of the scales of pine cones, pub- 
lished in 1830. "With this publiealion began the present knowledge of phyllotaxis. 
His work upon Mir«Uia,Pilularia and Ixoetes may be essentially complete. But his pro- 
longed studies of Ghara, which began forty years ago, and the completion of which 
would have crowned his career, have probably not been finished, or brought into such 
form that results may be fully secured. 

American Naturalist, June — Mr. W. J. Hoffman, M. D., contributes an interesting 
paper on "The Distribution of Vegetation in Portions of Nevada and Arizona." He 
divides the Flora into four classes; I. the flora. of the mountains, II. the flora of the 
foot-hills, III. the flora of the plains, IV. the flora of the salt marshes. A short table is 
given showing the elevation, timber line, latitude of several mountains and the eleva- 
tion of tho nearest plains. An interesting abstract of Professor Morren's communica- 
tion to the Royal Academy of Belgium, on "Vegetable Digestion," is given by Byron 
D. Halsted. Two interesting experiments, made by Professor Sachs upon the porosity 
of wood, are noted. 

Notholaenadeai.bata — We have just received from James Wilson, Esq., of Arkan-. 
sas City, Cowley Co., Kansas, some good specimens of this rare and highly prized fern. 
Mr. Wilson says that he has just found it in great quantity and will take pleasure in 
supplying any of our readers with specimens next autumn, when the fronds are in fruit. 
At present he finds on many of the tufts three kinds of fronds; the dead ones and the 
almost perfect ones of last year, with the tender little half-grown fronds of this season. — 
J. M. C. 

Notes. — This spring, while collecting Stylophonim dipliyllnm, Nutt., I noticed a 
flower with only two petals. As the petals are very fugacious, I supposed, at first, that 



